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Research interests 

- Sheep breeding and genetics 

- Precision sheep production systems 

- Reproductive efficiency including breeding ewe management, lamb and weaner survival  

- Wool production, quality and processing 

Background 

Sue Hatcher commenced employment at Orange Agricultural Institute with NSW 

Department of Primary Industries (now Industry and investment NSW) in 1997. She has 

nearly 20 years scientific research experience and a proven track record of effective 

extension of research results to industry. Her research program has included wool metrology 

and fibre identification, applied research of the genetic, economic and industry constraints 

impeding fine wool production across Australia, and linking Merino breeding to wool 

processing. A feature of her research is effective within and across organisational 

collaborative teams. 

More recently she has undertaken research into aspects of breeding ewe management 

including both lamb and weaner survival and the consequences of selecting sheep for high 

wool production.   

Qualifications 

• B.Agric.Sc.  – University of Western Australia 1990  

• PhD – University of Western Australia 1995  

Current projects 

• Reproductive efficiency of the Australian Merino ewe  

• Phenotypic and genetic aspects of lamb survival 

• Improving weaner survival 

• Nutrient partitioning between wool, meat and reproduction  

• Quantitative genetic analysis of visual and measured wool trait, conformation and 

wrinkle scores. 
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